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As Chairman, I welcome this opportunity to report on Orkney Drugs Dog activity 
throughout this reporting year and to thank our followers for their valued support 
in the many and varied ways that they have found to fundraise and promote the 
work we are doing. This has enabled our Handler and Drug Detection Dog to have 
had a busy and successful year continuing their activities throughout Orkney 
during this accounting period.   
 
By way of our Education role, we were active in many of our primary schools, including six island schools, 
and have visited our youth and senior community groups delivering 48 drug awareness talks and giving 
advice and information to around 780 individuals.  We took the opportunity while on the islands to deliver 
awareness information evenings so that anyone with concerns about drug misuse could gain relevant 
information and access contact details for support services.  Much time and effort went into producing 
our Secondary School’s Education pack and we delivered the formal presentations to all S4 pupils in 
Kirkwall Grammar School and Stromness Academy for academic year 2019/20. 
 

We have held a visible presence at our Air and Ferry Ports of Entry (POE), the 
Post Office and have also assisted Police Scotland in executing warrant 
searches.  This activity intercepted a significant number of packages 
containing illegal drugs, removing them from distribution and consumption 
within Orkney. 
 

During the period 1st October 2019 – 31st March 2020, we undertook 65 deployments 
at POEs and have scanned in the region of 1800 individuals.  An additional 118 
deployments within Orkney have been completed alongside Police Scotland.  During 
this period, a total of 13 positive detections were made involving our dog. 
 

Our fundraising activity continued throughout the year.  A very 
successful week in the Blue Door raised £4,200 and an excellent Gin 
Night in the Masonic raised £1,725, which was additionally 
supported through product and match funding by Highland Park.  Stalls at both the 
County Show and at the Christmas Arts and Crafts Fair together took in £475.  Stewart 
Williamson spent a week of his own time collecting donations in Lidl on our behalf and 
raised £630.  We received support from two of our Building Societies, with the 
Nationwide who continued assisting us for the second year in raising funds and in being 
a collection point for our Blue Door donations and Santander who kindly offered to 
promote the work of our charity by displaying our information and promotional goods.  

Branch staff also raised a total £220 through holding a raffle.  
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Our collection tins, placed throughout Orkney, took in a total of £1,026.  In addition, 
we have been fortunate to have received many other cash donations from individuals 
and organisations throughout the County, for which we are truly grateful.  
 
Again, this year, we have received “in-kind” support from businesses and 
organisations.  Ranging from Northlink’s free ferry travel, Police Scotland’s 
commitment to provide ongoing training, Flett and Carmichael covering Zoe’s 
veterinary needs, Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue Services providing us with 
office accommodation and utilities, Foubister and Bain preparing our Accounts, 

Highland Industrial Services providing free dog food, Bayview Garage attending to our MOT, and a new 
supporter, Marwick Kennels and Cattery providing us with complementary holiday leave kennelling.  All 
these supportive measures help with finance, but more importantly, give the Board a confidence in seeing 
the appreciation for what we are doing for our community.   
 
As we approached the end of March, we were delighted to have been informed of 
our success in securing Orkney Alcohol and Drugs Partnership Commissioning for 
Families and Wider Communities Funding. Through this Service Level Agreement, 
and our fundraising and donations, we are secure in our service provision for the 
coming year. 
 
As we neared the end of this reporting period, the World was hit by the COVID-19 
pandemic and brought fundraising and many other activities to a standstill.  We all 
hope that the effects of this devastating virus will ease in the months to come, and 
when appropriate, we will continue with our fundraising and plan to do what we can to hold events in the 
community.  In addition, we will continue our work in securing business contracts to help raise our funds. 
 
In late March, we took the decision to stand our Handler down from all charity activity in the community 
during the pandemic.  However, we have continued scanning at Ports of Entry and the Post Office by 
working with these organisations within H&S guidelines.  We encouraged the Handler to assist Police 
Scotland through his Special Constable duties where required and in doing so, we hoped to support the 
tremendous efforts being made by all of our Statutory, Voluntary and Business organisations in reducing 
the impact the pandemic may have on our community. 
 
Once again, I acknowledge and appreciate the commitment of the Board Members, our staff and the 

public and businesses for their continued and valued support. 

On reporting on the year’s activity, I now look forward to our team delivering our objectives over the 

coming year and contributing once again towards “Keeping Orkney Safe for Future Generations”. 

 
Andrew Drever 
Chairman, Orkney Drugs Dog 


